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N e w s l e t t e r  

www.belfairsmethodistchurch.org.uk 

Our mission is to provide an open, welcoming and  
accepting, living place of Christian worship and service 

in our community, in which we seek to  
serve and follow Jesus Christ. 

 

Thought for the month 
 

Lord Jesus, who died upon the cross: 

In your name, Lord Jesus, who rose again 

You know this world’s suffering 

I will work for this world’s healing 

You know this world’s sorrowing 

I will work for this world’s rejoicing 

You know this world’s dying 

I will work for this world’s living. 

Data Protection Privacy  
 

By submitting an article for  
publication in the Belfairs  
Newsletter, you are consenting to 
your name being attributed to the 
article which is made publicly  
available via the Belfairs Methodist 
Church Website.  
 

If you do NOT want your name to 
be published, please advise the  
Editor when submitting the article. 
 

Please read our Privacy Policy for 
further information. This can be 
found on the church website or on 
our church noticeboards. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

As I write this letter, in the corner of my eye; there is a cross; a simple wooden cross, plain and  
empty – a reminder of Christ’s resurrection.  Also, on the same shelf is a crucifix, in fact a plastic  
rosary that I used to give out to the women prisoners as a Chaplain at HMP Bullwood Hall – a cross 
with arms outstretched – a reminder of Christ’s death.  When we read Paul’s epistles, one of the 
most notable themes is his insistence of linking death and resurrection together.   For Paul, death 
and resurrection are indivisible; you cannot have one without the other.  This reminds us not to  
emphasise one aspect of the Passion at the expense of the other. 
 
At the Theological College at which I trained for the Ministry – Wesley College, Bristol, - there was 
mounted on the Chapel wall a knotted rope. It was twisted to form the shape of a man suffering, 
arms outstretched, but not mounted on a cross.  This reminded me of Jesus’ life and the suffering he 
endured for our sakes. 
 
In the period leading up to Easter, the old Lectionary readings provided us with the following 
themes, Temptation; Conflict; Suffering; Transfiguration; Victory of the Cross and the Way of the 
Cross.  A casual glance at this list reveals that some are triumphant, others are painful and involve 
suffering, cost and commitment. 
 
I believe that we in the Protestant tradition often focus too much on the triumphant and the  
resurrection, often at the expense of ignoring the cross with Jesus dying on it.  I am always  
conscious that for many we can join with the crowds at Palm Sunday and share in the exaltation of 
the women and the disciples in the upper room on Easter Sunday but like “his friends” be absent on 
Good Friday.  This is not realistic to our common experience of life but often we prefer to close our 
ears and eyes to that we do not like.  Indeed, the new taboo is death, it is obvious to those involved 
in consoling the bereaved and assisting in the funeral service preparation that many (particularly 
amongst the younger generation) no longer accept our mortality. 
 
The Easter period is the most important event of our Christian calendar with our tradition  
acknowledging the life, suffering, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus the Christ.  As a mark of 
our witness, there is a United Section Service to be held at Wesley on Good Friday at 11am, as well 
as the Maundy Thursday service being held in our Church at 10am.  Every blessing to everyone this 
Easter. 
Yours in Christ 

 

 

Rev Clifford Newman 
 

 
 
 



 

 

  

 3rd 11.00 a.m. Rev. Clifford Newman - Holy Communion  

  

10th  11.00 a.m. Mrs Sanya Strachan - Palm Sunday 
 
17th  11.00 a.m. Rev. Clifford Newman - Easter Day including Communion 
                 6.30 p.m. Easter Celebration Prayer & Praise 
     
24th   11.00 a.m. Local Arrangememt 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other April dates for your diary   

1st April Fool’s Day 

2nd Coffee Morning at 10.00 a.m. - including the Annual Church Meeting at 10.30 a.m. -  agenda is  

                              included in the magazine as per Rev. Clifford Newman’s letter in last months edition. 

 

14th Maundy Thursday  at 10.00 a.m. United Service at Belfairs - Rev. Clifford Newman 

14th There will be NO ‘Thirsty For??’ Café Worship this month due to Maundy Thursday Services within 
            the circuit. 

 

15th Good Friday 10.30 a.m. for 11.00 a.m. United Service at Wesley - Rev. Clifford Newman   

18th Easter Monday 

22nd Earth Day 

23rd St George’s Day 

27th Belfairs Parent & Toddler re-opens (see letter for more information) 

28th A.C.T.I.O.N. at 2.00 p.m.  

Advance Notice - Saturday 7th May - Coffee Morning with Plant sale 10.00 a.m. 

 

 Sunday Services April 2022 



 

      Easter Services 

 
 
 
Maundy Thursday, 14th April  
United Service at Belfairs Methodist at 10.00 a.m. 
Rev. Clifford Newman - Holy Communion  
 
 
 
        

   
  
 Good Friday, 15th April 
 United Service at Wesley Methodist at  

   10.30 a.m. for 11.00 a.m. 
 Rev. Clifford Newman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter Day, 17th April 
Service at Belfairs at 11.00 a.m.  
Rev. Clifford Newman - Holy Communion 
 
Easter Prayer & Praise Celebration Service at Belfairs at 6.30 p.m. 
Please see poster for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 



 

Point of Contact 
 

Below is shown details of the Sunday Stewards, Communion Stewards and  
musicians relevant for this month. 
 
Sunday 3rd April 

Sunday Steward - Mike Spaull 
Communion Stewards- Neeltje Charles & Dawn Howard 

Musician - Sue & Mike Spaull/Midi Box 
   

Sunday 10th April - Palm Sunday 
Sunday Steward  a.m. - Phil Gladman 
Musician - Patrick Dromgoole 
Flowers - Marion Hammond in memory of Vic - Arranged by Marion 
                   
Sunday 17th April - Easter Day 
Sunday Steward  a.m. - Mike Spaull  

                               p.m. - Phil Gladman 

Communion Stewards - Jim Halstead & Geoff Box 

Musician a.m.  - Patrick Dromgoole  

                 p.m. - Worship Band 

Flowers - Neeltje Charles in memory of Mac - Arranged by Margaret  

 

 

Sunday 24th April  

Sunday Steward - Pat Crabb 

Musician - Patrick Dromgoole 

 



 

Letters Page/Church family news 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are so very fortunate at Belfairs to have such wonderful  Christian 
leaders for our young people.  In November there was the Boys’ Brigade 
dedication service led by the officers which was a great success and in 
February we had the Girls’ Brigade dedication service again led by the 
leaders,  Andrea, Sue and Mike (co-opted)!   I was not able to attend the 
service but was given a full script of what happened and I was thrilled at 
the way it all came together.  Our Brigades are certainly in good hands 
and the future looks secure. 
 
Thank you all for all the time you spend in weekly preparation ready for 
your company evenings.  Belfairs is very proud of its Brigades. 
 
Margaret Tomlin 

After just over a two year break (due to Covid)  Belfairs Parent and Toddler will be 
reopening again on Wednesday 27th April 2022. The session will commence at 
10.00 a.m. until 11.30 a.m. 
 
The group provides for babies and children from birth until they go to pre-school/
school, including toys age appropriate, a craft activity and refreshments. 
 
All are welcome, there is a nominal charge for each session. 
 
Jacqui & Sue 



 

 
 The Blind Girl (Change) 

 

There was a blind girl who hated herself purely for the fact she was blind. The only 
person she didn’t hate was her loving boyfriend, as he was always there for her. She 
said that if she could only see the world, she would marry him. 

One day, someone donated a pair of eyes to her – now she could see every-
thing, including her boyfriend. Her boyfriend asked her, “now that you can see the 
world, will you marry me?” 
The girl was shocked when she saw that her boyfriend was blind too, and refused to 
marry him. Her boyfriend walked away in tears, and later wrote a letter to her saying: 

  

“Just take care of my eyes dear.” 
  

Moral of the story: 
When our circumstances change, so does our mind. Some people may not be able to 

see the way things were before, and might not be able to appreciate them. 
There are many things to take away from this story, not just one. 
This is one of the inspirational short stories that left me speechless. 

  

Supplied by Charmaine Brown 

https://my.happify.com/hd/how-to-appreciate-what-you-have/


 

 

THE PLATINUM JUBILEE 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE - UPDATE 
As you know, June 2

nd
 -5

th
 this year is a momentous time for the people of 

the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth as we celebrate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee.  This is a once in a lifetime chance to mark the occasion 
as it will never happen again for a very long time. 
The Coffee Morning at Belfairs on the Saturday will have a Platinum Jubilee 
focus but also be a chance to raise money for the British Heart Foundation, 
which we usually do in June each year. The Duke of Edinburgh was the 
BHF Patron and the Queen is Patron of the Boys’ and Girls’ Brigades. 
We hope to have some stalls, a Tombola, a Cake Raffle and of course the 
usual coffee and cakes.  Please see poster in the magazine for more  
information. 

 

On Sunday 5
th

 we are fortunate to have Dani Mayo leading the Service 
which will link the qualities we associate with the Queen with the focus of 
Pentecost. 
 

 SAVE THE DATES!! 
 

If you would like to be involved in any way, please see 
Anthea or Alix.  The more help the better! 

 



 

 
THE PLATINUM JUBILEE 2022 

 

Memories? 
 

 

Do you have any memories of the Coronation or of ever meeting 
the Queen in the 70 years of her reign?  In the June edition of The 
Newsletter it would be nice to publish any you have.  Please send 
them to Sue any time you like but before the end of May so she 

can include them. 

 

 

Anthea Meek 



 

 

THE PLATINUM JUBILEE 2022 

 

UPDATE 
 

On Saturday June 4th we will be holding a 
Jubilee Coffee Morning 10am – 1pm 

where we hope to have some stalls such as Plants, Crafts, 
Jams, and the normal Coffee and Cakes.  There will also be a 
Tombola and “Supercake” Raffle.  Over the next few weeks I 

will be approaching people whom I hope to cajole into helping!   
But you could always volunteer! 

 

In addition we are lucky to have a Jubilee themed art display 
courtesy of our resident artist Pat Crabb. 

 

Any money raised will go to The British Heart Foundation. 

 

 

 

Anthea Meek 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Please remember you are free to put your prayer  
concerns on the board at the back of the church.   If it is 
not for you, please make sure you have the named  
persons consent . 
Please add your name and date to the request on the  
reverse of the white cards provided which are by the 
board. These will be removed after two months, but can 

       be updated if necessary    
      (please make sure you re-date the update).  
 
  
If you have any questions or queries, please speak to Sue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Pots 
 
 

If you have a Mission pot at home, could you bring it in to church, to have it emptied 
please?  Give it to either myself, Alan or one of the Stewards.  If you're unable to get to church, 
please give me a ring and I'll arrange to have it collected from you. 
 
Tina 

Agenda for Annual Church Meeting 
 

10am Coffee 
 

10.30am Meeting commences 
Reports received from Church groups 
 

Discussion about the pews in the Church 
 

Review of the Life and Mission of Belfairs Methodist Church  
 

Election of those Officers requiring re-election and members from ACM to Church Council 



 
BELFAIRS METHODIST CHURCH Eastwood Road North, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex. 

REGULAR WEEKLY MEETINGS : 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 11.00 a.m.   (6.30 p.m. as announced) 

           
10 O’clock Club       10.00 a.m. (except 3rd Sunday Parade Service) 
 
 

MONDAY   5.30 p.m. Boys’ Brigade  Anchor Boys 

    6.30 p.m. Boys’ Brigade  Junior Section 
    7.30 p.m. Boys’ Brigade  Company Section 
 

TUESDAY     8.00 p.m. Badminton Club 
 
 

WEDNESDAY       10.00 a.m. Parent & Toddlers (re-opening 27th April 2022) 

     5.30 p.m. Girls’ Brigade  Explorers & Juniors 
     7.00 p.m. Girls’ Brigade  Seniors & Brigaders 
 

THURSDAY 
 
 
FRIDAY       

 
 
SATURDAY  10.00 a.m. ‘Open House’ Coffee Morning - first Saturday of the month 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Mid-week Communion          10.00 a.m. 2nd Thursday 
Thirsty For??    7.00 p.m. 2nd Thursday 
A.C.T.I.O.N    2.00 p .m. 4th Thursday 
House Groups    7.30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday   -  Please speak to Stewards for 
           more details. 
 

May Newsletter  Deadline:  
Articles are welcomed at any time, but the deadline for last minute items is 17th 
April 2022. 
Articles can be e-mailed to sue.spaull@hotmail.co.uk  or placed in the newsletter box 
in the front foyer. Thank you 

 


