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N e w s l e t t e r  

www.belfairsmethodistchurch.org.uk 

Our mission is to provide an open, welcoming and  
accepting, living place of Christian worship and service 

in our community, in which we seek to  
serve and follow Jesus Christ. 

 

Thought for the month 
 

May the God of hope  

fill you with all joy and peace 

as you trust in Him, 

So that you may overflow with hope 

By the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Romans 15:13 

 

Data Protection Privacy  
 

By submitting an article for  
publication in the Belfairs  
Newsletter, you are consenting to 
your name being attributed to the 
article which is made publicly  
available via the Belfairs Methodist 
Church Website.  
 

If you do NOT want your name to 
be published, please advise the  
Editor when submitting the article. 
 

Please read our Privacy Policy for 
further information. This can be 
found on the church website or on 
our church noticeboards. 
 

 



 

 

Dear Friends 
 
 24th May is the date on which we remember the conversion of the “founder” of 
Methodism, John Wesley.  I put “founder” in brackets because John Wesley did not 
intend to start an alternative Church but revitalise the Church of England of his day.  
He encouraged everyone to study and practise scriptural holiness and engage in social 
action.  John with his brother Charles (a prolific writer of hymns) transformed society 
with their energy and commitment to Jesus the Christ. 
 
At one of the District meetings I attended many years ago, a question was put to the 
Probationer Ministers – “Do you believe the 44 Sermons of John Wesley are relevant 
today?”  They, of course, answered yes, after all they did not want to appear  
contentious on this subject.  However, it made me think about the work of this man 
who lived and preached the gospel over 200 years ago and ponder on that  
question. Whilst I may argue about a few of his sermons and quibble over some  
theological points, the essential message preached is still as pertinent now as it was to 
those hearing it when John Wesley preached to them.  Methodist theology is based 
on the “Four All’s and aspects of the Holy Spirit” espoused by John Wesley; they  
underline my understanding of Christianity.  They are: - 
 

 

 
 
Yours in Christ,   
 

 

Rev Clifford Newman 
 

 

           “Four alls”   

(Modified for contemporary  
society) 

Aspects of the Holy Spirit 

All people can be saved 

(Salvation) 

Justification by grace through faith 

(The work of Christ) 

All people can be saved by grace 
through faith 

(Justification) 

Sanctification 

(Life in Christ) 

All people can know they are 
saved 

(Assurance) 

Assurance 

(The work of the Spirit) 

All people can be saved to the  
uttermost 

(Perfect Love) 

Social Holiness 

(Life in the Spirit) 



 

 

  

 1st 11.00 a.m. Miss Susie King  

  

 8th  11.00 a.m. Rev. Clifford Newman - Holy Communion 
 
15th  11.00 a.m. Deacon Sarah McDowell - Parade Service 
 
22nd   11.00 a.m. Mr. Mike Spaull  - “Songs of Praise” (please see article for further details) 
 
29th 11.00 a.m. United Service at Belfairs - Rev. Clifford Newman  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other May dates for your diary   

 

2nd Early May Bank Holiday 

7th Coffee Morning at 10.00 a.m. - including plant sale 

12th  ‘Thirsty For??’ Café Worship at 7.00 p.m. 

26th A.C.T.I.O.N. at 2.00 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday Services May 2022 



 

Point of Contact 
 

Below is shown details of the Sunday Stewards, Communion Stewards and  
musicians relevant for this month. 
 
Sunday 1st May 

Sunday Steward - Mike Spaull 
Musician - Sue & Mike Spaull 
   

Sunday 8th May 
Sunday Steward  a.m. - Pat Crabb 
Communion Stewards - Neeltje Charles & Dawn Howard 

Musician - To be confirmed 
Flowers - Jan Andrews in memory of her husband Colin - Arranged by Jan 
                   
Sunday 15th May 
Sunday Steward  a.m. - Phil Gladman 

Musician   - Anthea Meek & Mike Spaull  

                  

Sunday 22nd May 

Sunday Steward - Mike Spaull 

Musician - Patrick Dromgoole 

Flowers - VACANT - arranged by ?? 

 

Sunday 29th May - United Service at Belfairs 

Sunday Steward - Mike Spaull 

Musician - Patrick Dromgoole 

 

 



 

Letters Page/Church family news 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Annual Church Meeting voted 18 in 
favour for keeping the pews whilst 16 
were for replacing them for chairs.  At the 
subsequent Church Council the vote was 
10 to 4 to retain the pews.  We are now 
seeking quotations for replacing the  
carpet, taking out and replacing the pews. 
 
Rev. Clifford Newman 

I would like to say a huge thank you for 

the flowers I’ve received on Sunday. 

It was such a lovely surprise and such a 

treat. 

They are gorgeous and give me a lot of 

enjoyment. 

Once more me grateful thanks. 

 

Neeltje Charles 

Dear friends 
 
I would just like to thank a dear friend,  
Margaret Tomlin for letting me have some of 
her flowers on Mothers Day. 
 
They were such a lovely colour and looked 
delightful.  I felt very privileged to have 
them. 
 
I hope you all enjoyed your day. 
Thank you again Margaret. 
 
Love 
Sylvia 

It was so lovely to be able come to church on Easter Sunday and to see our friends and lots of 
smiling faces.  The Easter Bonnets were a lovely surprise for us all - congratulations a lovely idea - 
you couldn’t help but smile.  It was a happy beginning to our service. 
 
Peter and I are so very grateful to Mike and Sue for their love and care and help on Sunday to get 
us to church - it is no easy task for Mike and Peter. 
 
Peter and I would like to thank the church for the lovely plant given to us at Easter, it really 
brought a smile to our faces and joy to our hearts that we are remembered so much now we are 
unable get to church. 
 
Margaret & Peter Tomlin 



 

 
 

Bible Study 
 
I am starting a Bible Study every third Wednesday of the month starting at 2pm and we will 
meet in the foyer.  It will not be a deep theological discussion but a reflection on the scripture as 
written and then relating it to our lives.  We have yet to decide a book to study as the first 
meeting will make that choice.  The dates for the next three months are as follows  
18th May  - Proverbs Chapters 1 & 2  - What is wisdom? 
15th June - Proverbs Chapter 6 – Thou shalt not? 
20th July -  Proverbs Chapters  15 & 16 – The tongue of the wise 

 
Rev Clifford Newman 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
15 – 21 MAY 

 
Like previous years you will receive an envelope for your donation to CHRISTIAN AID. Please be 
generous in your giving as their need to help vulnerable people is more and more vital now in 
these terrible times of conflict, hunger, drought and climate change. 
 
If you are paying by cheque, please make cheques payable to 

Christian Aid and put it in the Sunday collection or pass it on 

to Tina Gowers.  

 

Neeltje Charles 

Christian Aid is working together with many other partner organisations. Here is another  
example of the work they do with the Hungarian Interchurch Aid Lviv in western Ukraine. 
The shelter is a church building and was established at the beginning of the war. A priest runs it 
and says that they shelter 150 refugees daily. Some refugees stay a short time and others stay 
longer. Women and children are prioritised so that they don’t need to sleep at overcrowded  
railway stations. 
 
One of the refugees is Natalie, who arrived by bus from the Kyiv region. Her husband is in the 
army. Her village is destroyed. There’s bombing every day. She fears for her family and husband.  
Natalie says that she wants peace for her children. When there’s bombing at night she didn’t 

know where to go. She feared that their building would be destroyed. In this shelter she feels 

safe.  

 

Neeltje Charles 



 

 
  Puppies for Sale (Understanding) 

 

A shop owner placed a sign above his door that said: “Puppies For Sale.” 

Signs like this always have a way of attracting young children, and to no surprise, a 
boy saw the sign and approached the owner; 

“How much are you going to sell the 
puppies for?” he asked. 

  
The store owner replied, “Anywhere from $30 to $50.” 

The little boy pulled out some change from his pocket. “I have $2.37,” he said. “Can I 
please look at them?” 

The shop owner smiled and whistled. Out of the kennel came Lady, who ran down the 
aisle of his shop followed by five teeny, tiny balls of fur. 

One puppy was lagging considerably behind. Immediately the little boy singled out the 
lagging, limping puppy and said, “What’s wrong with that little dog?” 

The shop owner explained that the veterinarian had examined the little puppy and had 
discovered it didn’t have a hip socket. It would always limp. It would always be lame. 

The little boy became excited. “That is the puppy that I 
want to buy.” 
The shop owner said, “No, you don’t want to buy that little dog. If you really want him, 
I’ll just give him to you.” 

         ……………………………/2 



 

 
 

- 2 - 
 

The little boy got quite upset. He looked straight into the store owner’s eyes, pointing 
his finger, and said; 

  

“I don’t want you to give him to me. 
That little dog is worth every bit as 

much as all the other dogs and I’ll pay 
full price. In fact, I’ll give you $2.37 

now, and 50 cents a month until I have 
him paid for.” 

  

The shop owner countered, “You really don’t want to buy this little dog. He is never  
going to be able to run and jump and play with you like the other puppies.” 
 
To his surprise, the little boy reached down and rolled up his pant leg to reveal a badly 
twisted, crippled left leg supported by a big metal brace. He looked up at the shop owner 
and softly replied, “Well, I don’t run so well myself, and the little puppy will need  
someone who understands!” 
  

Supplied by Charmaine Brown 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Please remember you are free to put your prayer  
concerns on the board at the back of the church.   If it is 
not for you, please make sure you have the named  
persons consent . 
Please add your name and date to the request on the  
reverse of the white cards provided which are by the 
board. These will be removed after two months, but can 

       be updated if necessary    
      (please make sure you re-date the update).  
 
  
If you have any questions or queries, please speak to Sue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘SONGS OF PRAISE’ - Sunday 22nd May 2022 

 
On Sunday 22nd May, the heart of the service at Belfairs will primarily share as a ‘Songs of 
Praise’. So between now and the 15th May (closing deadline please), give some thought about 
perhaps one of your favourite hymns or songs of worship and let me know about your choice.  
It would also be good if either you could share a reasoning of your choice, either yourself to 
share a few words during the service or put something in writing so that I can share this on your 
behalf. There is no reason for any embarrassment, I will not be forcing anyone to come out 
front, happy to talk with you wherever you’re sitting. 
 
I cannot promise to include everyone's choice (need to make sure the musician is also comforta-
ble with the choices), but will do my utmost to try and include everyone, even if we have to 
shorten the hymn/song to accommodate this into the worship. 
Looking forward to hearing from you soon. Remember, 15th May is the deadline for your 
choice. 
 
Mike Spaull 
Worship Leader 
Belfairs Methodist Church  
 



 



 

 

 
 
 
 
It has been agreed to continue our current arrangement for fresh flowers for the 
foreseeable future.   We shall be providing fresh flowers on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
of each month along with special occasions- throughout the rest of the year.   

 
A new flower form for May to December is now up in the foyer.  
Initially, please only put your name down for one date so that as many people as 
possible may participate throughout the year. 

 

 
At Eastertime the gardens alight 
with the colour yellow so cheerful and bright 
Where the Daffodils blow out in the breeze 
Whether in the garden or around the trees 
It reminds us that summer is not far away 
As we watch the Daffodils dip and sway 
And Easter bonnets are ready to wear 
So we can go out in the sunshine without a care. 
 

 
 
 
 
Sylvia Smith 



 

THE PLATINUM JUBILEE 2022 

 

Memories? 
 

Do you have any memories of the Coronation or of ever meeting the Queen 
in the 70 years of her reign?  In the June edition of The Newsletter it would 
be nice to publish any you have.   
 
Some are already coming in! 
 
Please send them to Sue any time you like but before the end of May so 
she can include them. 
 
In addition, there will be a Royal Quiz in the June Newsletter and even a 
colouring in sheet! 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 
BELFAIRS METHODIST CHURCH Eastwood Road North, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex. 

REGULAR WEEKLY MEETINGS : 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 11.00 a.m.   (6.30 p.m. as announced) 

           
10 O’clock Club       10.00 a.m. (except 3rd Sunday Parade Service) 
 
 

MONDAY   5.30 p.m. Boys’ Brigade  Anchor Boys 

    6.30 p.m. Boys’ Brigade  Junior Section 
    7.30 p.m. Boys’ Brigade  Company Section 
 

TUESDAY     8.00 p.m. Badminton Club 
 
 

WEDNESDAY       10.00 a.m. Parent & Toddlers  

     5.30 p.m. Girls’ Brigade  Explorers & Juniors 
     7.00 p.m. Girls’ Brigade  Seniors & Brigaders 
 

THURSDAY 
 
 
FRIDAY       

 
 
SATURDAY  10.00 a.m. ‘Open House’ Coffee Morning - first Saturday of the month 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Thirsty For??    7.00 p.m. 2nd Thursday 
A.C.T.I.O.N    2.00 p .m. 4th Thursday 
House Groups    7.30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday   -  Please speak to Stewards for 
           more details. 
 

June Newsletter  Deadline:  
Articles are welcomed at any time, but the deadline for last minute items is 22nd 
May 2022. 
Articles can be e-mailed to sue.spaull@hotmail.co.uk  or placed in the newsletter box 
in the front foyer. Thank you 

 


